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| Want To Be Everything For ‘U’
-Buddhadev De (2nd year)
I want to be ‘Sun’
To give U some ‘Fun’,
Iwant to be Rain’
To wash away all your ‘Fain’,
| want to be ‘Winner’
To fullfill your Desire’.
Iwant to be ‘Spark’
To lighten the Dark.
Iwant to be Best’
To give U some ‘Rest’
| want to say this to All'
Who Love me as a Pal’.
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EDUCATION THOUGHTS OF SWAMI VIVEKANANDA AND

ITS IMPLICATIONS IN OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM
Sumanta De, Guest Teacher, Sabrakone Govt. PTTI

INTRODUCTION

India has had from time immemorial a strong sense of cultural unity. Swami
Vivekananda was the one who revealed the true foundations of this culture and was
able to define and strengthen the sense of unity as a nation. He gave Indians proper
understanding of their country’s great spiritual heritage and thus gave them pride in
their past. He pointed out to the Indians the drawbacks of western culture and the
need for India’s contribution to overcome these drawbacks. Thus he made India a
nation with global mission.

Swamiji strengthened India’s nationalist movement by implanting a sense of
unity, pride in the past and sense of mission. Several eminent leaders of India’s
freedom movement have acknowledged their indebtedness to him. Jawaharlal Nehru,
the first Prime Minister of Independent India wrote. “Rooted in the past and full of
pride in India’s prestige, Vivekananda was yet modern in his approch to life’s prob-
lems, and was a kind of bridge between the past of India and her present....His
mission was the service of mankind through social service, mass education, reli-
gious revival and social awakening through education” Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose remarked, * Swamiji harmonized the east and the west, religion and science
past and present. And that is why he is great. Our countrymen have gained unprec-
edented self-respect, self-reliarice and self-assertion from his teachings”.

Swamiji’s unique contribution to the creation of new India was to open the
minds of Indians to their duty to the downtrodden masses. He spoke about the role
of labouring classes in the production of country’s wealth. He was the first religious
leader in India to speak for the masses, formulate a definite philosophy of service
and organize large-scale social service.

CONCEPT OF EDUCATION

Swami Vivekananda’s education philosophy is based on his generel philoso-
phy of life. He says, “education is the manifestation of the divine perfection already
within man”, Being a vedantist, Swamiji advocates that Atman dwells within everone.
To realize the self, the perfection of God in man is the goal of true education. He
believed in the development of inner powers. He was of the opinion that book
learning is not education. He considered education as the training by which the
current and expression of will are brought under control and become beautiful.

Education is spontaneous and positive. To Vivekananda education is life-build-
ing assimilation of ideas. He says, “If you have assunilaied five ideas and made
them as your character, you have more education than any man who has got by
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Swamiji was of the opinion that education must suit the needs of the child. He
says. “Their needs should be determined in terms of tendencies inherent in children
and not accroding to what the parents of the children think.” He emphatically
adovocated the spread of universal mass education as India lives in her cottages.
Without mass education the desirable socio-economic changes in our country is not
possible. He considered education as the birth right of every humanbeing. It is a
biological, social, economic and spiritual necessity. He was in favour of women
education. Their uplift and welfare was a part and parcel of his basic philosophy.

As regards medium of education Vivekananda strongly advocated the mother-
tongue. He wanted to Indianise the Indian education. He was a revivalist of Indian
cultural traditions and values. He pleacledf that education must develop a strong
sense of patriotism and nationalism in the minds of the students,

AIMS OF EDUCATION

Vivekananda considers education as part of human life. He observes: real edu-
cation is that which enables one to stand on one’s own feet. Regarding the aim of
education, Swamiji says, “the end of all education, all training should be man mak-
ing”. He further says, “Education is not the amount of information that is put into
your brain and runs riot there undigested all your life. We must have life building,
man making, and character making assimilation of ideas”. He oppined that, “educa-
tion should lay proper emphasis on creativity, originality and excellence.” The main
aim of education according to him is the development of a strong moral character
and not merely the feeding of information to brain. The education should enable
one to realize one’s self. Before that it should create self confidence. Education
should take man to freedom, to liberty, to salvation. He said. “Through education,
we should gradually reach the of universal brotherhood by finging down the walls
of separation and inequality. In every man, in every animal, however weak or mis-
erable, great or small, resides the same omnipresent and omniscient soul. The
difference is not in the soul but in the manifestation”. His aims of education can be
classified into two heads: proximate and ultimate.
> Proximate aims of education
* Physical development
*Mental development
*Developoment of character
* Observation of Brahmacharya for concentration
* Vocational aim
> Ultimate aims of education
* Development of personality
* Faith in one’s own self

. Developmg shradha
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* Developing a spirit of renunciation
* To promote universal brotherhood

METHODS OF TEACHING

Swamiji laid stress on meditation as a methood of attaining knowledge. He
advocates that since the human mind is perfect in itself, there is no necessity for it to
receive knowledge from outside. Hence learning is nothing but a process of discov-
ery of knowledge within the mind. However he has suggested following methods
of teaching to be followed in a teaching learning situation.

Concentration Methods: Swamiji considers concentration as the only methood of
attaining knowledge. It is the key to the treasure house of knowledge. Concentrate
on the subject matter of instruction. He believed that Brahmacharya is necessary
for developing the power of concentration. He said, “Brahmacharya should be the
burning fire within the venis”,
Methods of Realization: Vivekananda considers realization as the chiefaim of life.
He advocated yoga as the most ideal methood of realization. Yogas are four in
number. 1. Karna yoga, 2. Bhakti Yoga, 3. Raja Yoga and 4. Jnana Yoga. The scope
of all these Yogas is one and the same-removal of ignorance and enabling the soul
to restore its original nature.
Discussion and Contemplation Methood: Borrowing the idea from ancient Indian
gurukula system of deucation Vivekananda also advocated discussion and contem-
plation to be followed in education. '
Imitation Methood: Children like to imitate the activities of others. Vivekananda,
therefore, advocated utilizing such qualities of children for educational purposes. A
teacher should present higher ideals and nobler patterns of behavior before the
children to help them to imitate such activities for the formation of their character
and personality. :
Individual Guidance and Counscllmg Vivekananda advocated the methood of
individual guidance and counselling in the teaching learning process to develop
divine wisdom. |
Lecture Methood: Spiritual ideas are abstract ides. It becomes difficult on the part
of a child to understand spiritual doctrines. Therefore Vivekananda advocated for
the introduction of lecture methood to explain the spiritual ideas in a simple way to -
the students. .
-~ Activity Method: Swamiji accepted learning through activities as an ideal method
of teaching. It can provide direct exprience to the children. He advocated that
activities like singing, story telling, drama and dance should be performed by the
students. He also advocated for the introduction of activities like excursions, camps
etc., to help the students to understand the value of social service.
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ROLE OF TEACHER

Vivekananda advocates that the nature of human mind is such that. “no one
ever really is taught by another. Each of us has to be teacher himself’. Within man
is all knowledge and it requires only an awakening and that much is the work of the
teacher. They have to do only so much for the students that they may learn to apply
their own intellect to the proper use of their hands, iegs, ears, eyes etc., and finally
everything will become easy. He said, “Like fire in a piece of flint, knowledge exists
in the mind: suggestion is the friction which brings it out.” He wants that a teacher
should be like a father, who will give the students their spiritual birth and show
them the way to eternal life. He should iatiate the students to practice the essential
virtues of brahmacharya and shraddha. To quote Swamiji, “true teacher is he who
can immediateky come down to the level of the students and transfer his soul to the
students’ soul”.
Vivekananda has a great appreciation for the ‘Gurugriha Vasa’. True educa-
tion is only possible through intimate personal contact between the teacher and the
taught. He states taht, “My idea of education is personal contact with the teache—
"gurugraha vasa’. Without the personal contact of a teacher, there would be no
education.” Swamiji advocates that the teacher should possess the following quali-
ties.
> A teacher must be a tyagi or a man of renunciation.
> He should act like a substitute of the parents for the students. He should have
personal love for the students, which will help him to transmit spiritual force.

> He should come down to the level of the students and should have sympathy for
his students.

> He should have very high character and should be sinless.

> He must be pure in mind and heart.

MAN-MAKING EDUCATION

Swamiji does not accept information as education. He advocates a type of
education, which is man-making, life-building and character-formation. Education
should also help in the development of originality. It should unfold all the hidden
powers in man. A child should also help in the development of originality. It should
unfold all the hidden powers in man. A child should learn to accept pleasure and
pain, misery and happiness as equal factors in the formation of charater. Man-mak-
ing education is inherent in character development as well as vocational develop-

~ment. What India needs today is character and strengtherning of the will. This can
be achieded through man-making education.

Man-making education includes physical and health education. He was also
greatly concerned about the proper care of the body and the healthy development

of one’s physique. He urged, “Be strong my young friends, that is my advice to you.
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You will be nearer to heaven through football, than through the ‘Gita’. These are
bold words but I have to say them to you. I know where the emphasized repeatedly,
“Strength is goodness. Weakness is sin”.
Following are the chief elements of man-making concept for which education
should be directed to:
> An indicidual must fully understand the Vedant philosophy, which considers that
the ultimate goal of human life is to attain Unity with the creator.
> Development of the spirit of service to the fellow beings, since service to man is
equated with devotion to God.
< Development of a respectful attitude for all religions. Essential elements of all
religions are the same. No religion is inferior to other religion.
> The concept wants man to imbibe love for all and hatred for none.
> Attainment of knowledge of science and spirituality.
> Development of a rational attitude in life without the cultureal boundaries of East
and the West.
> Attainment of social equality.
> Development of such individual who are ethically sound, intellectually sharp,
physically strong, religiously liberal, socially effcient, spiritually enlightened and
vocationally self-sufficient.

CONCLUSION

Vivekananda was a great educationalist and he revolutionizes almost the en-
tire field of education. His educational views were immensely influenced by the
eternal truths of Vedanta. He inspired the millions of Indian youths by his revolu-
tionary ideas of education. He gave the clarion call, “Arise, awake and stop not till
the goal is reached”. He infused a new spirit in the national blood. He strongly
advocated national education on national lines and based on national cultural tradi-
tion.

His great contributions in the field of education include self-knowledge, self-
reliance, concentration, universal mass education women’s education, physical edu-
cation, man-making education, character building education, education through
the medium of mother-tongue, religious and moral education, value education,
selfless dedicated teacher etc. The teaching of Swamiji are of great importance in
the reorganization of our present system of education.

Purity, Patience & Preseverance are the three
essentials to success and, above all, Love.

—Swami Vivekananda
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